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YOU’RE IT!
The Residence Hall Association hosted 
the event ‘Zombie Tag’ as a part of 
ROCFest Wednesday.
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SEC TO OVC
Former SEC players Jalen Whitlow and 
Anthony Standifer are making an
immediate impact in their first year at 
Eastern.
PAGE 8
Staff Report
@DEN_News
Stacks of Wednesday’s edition of The Daily 
Eastern News were reportedly stolen once again 
from several locations on campus. 
Areas where the newspapers were stolen in-
clude Booth Library, residence halls and various 
buildings like Coleman Hall. 
Anyone with information regarding the thefts 
is encouraged to contact The News staff at 217-
581-2812. 
A police report was filed Tuesday with the 
University Police Department. 
Officer James Williams of the UPD said 
Wednesday the matter was still being looked 
into. 
He said the severity of the crime depends on 
factors such as the cost to the university and to 
the advertisers in each edition. 
Williams said it was still under investigation. 
Any article or photo, plus additional multi-
media — photo galleries, polls, calendars and 
videos — can be viewed at dailyeasternnews.
com. 
             The staff of The Daily Eastern News can be
                                                       reached at 581-2812 or 
                                                dennewsdesk@gmail.com.
Newspaper 
thefts 
continue
By Samantha Middendorf
Entertainment Editor |  @Samantha_EE
Audience members snacked on free pop-
corn and sipped water and soda as Emi-
ly Hearn and her husband Michael Har-
rison sang songs of love and growing up 
Wednesday at 7th Street Underground.
The University Board hosted Hearn, a 
“YouTube famous” singer-songwriter from 
Athens, Ga., as a part of its new YouTube 
Series.
Hea rn  and  Har r i son  kep t  aud i ence 
members engaged throughout the evening 
with love songs, mostly based upon their 
own love story.
    Hearn and Harrison have been mar-
ried for two years, and they travel together 
across the country to perform their music.
“Gotta Have You” and “Please  Don’t 
Take My Love Away” were the opening 
songs of the night that hooked the audi-
ence to the performance.
Hea rn  to ld  a  s t o r y  abou t  he r  s ong 
“Without You” prior to singing it.  
“Without You” was written while Hearn 
and Harrison were staying at  a fr iend’s 
cabin in Michigan this past February.  
Hearn said despite her and Harrison be-
ing “seasonally depressed,” “Without You” 
is  one of the few happy songs that was 
written during their stay in Michigan.
Although Hearn and Harrison have been 
together for a few years, Hearn still writes 
songs about past loves and heartbreak.
“Dar l in’”  i s  a  tongue- in-cheek  song 
Hearn wrote about heartbreak. 
 She said she wrote the song because 
when significant others weren’t interested 
in their relationship, she just wanted them 
to be upfront and tell her.
While fondly reliving memories and tell-
ing the audience stories, Hearn mentioned 
meet ing Bi l l  Murray whi le  f i lming the 
music video for her award-winning tune, 
“Rooftop.”
“Rooftop” appeared to be a crowd favor-
ite, as it caused many members of the au-
dience to sing along to the chorus by the 
end of the song.
A m o n g  h e r  o r i g i n a l  c o m p o s i t i o n s , 
Hearn performed a few covers such as “Let 
Go” by Frou Frou and “The Scientist” by 
Coldplay.
Hearn and Harrison ended their set with 
a pair of love songs about their wedding 
and relationship titled “Found a Heart” 
and “Like Ships Need the Sea.”
Emily Hearn sings at 7th Street Underground
HEARN, page 6 
By Jarad Jarmon
Associate News Editor | @JJarmonReporter
The presidential search committee reviewed the 
presidential search timeline, expecting to finish the 
search Feb. 15, at their meeting Wednesday.
The committee also edited the drafted 30-page 
document detailing position specifications. They 
expect to have the document finalized by the 
Thursday. 
The search committee is expected to have the 
materials available to them by Nov. 11. There will 
then be a presentation given to the committee 
highlighting candidates on Nov. 19.
The confidential first found interviews are an-
ticipated to start from Dec. 1 until Dec. 5. The 
committee decided to have around 3 to 4 inter-
views throughout each day. The decision will then 
be made to invite certain candidates to become the 
finalists on the last day of interviews, Dec. 5. 
Backgrounds and references will then be 
checked from Dec. 8 until Dec. 19.
After that, second round interviews, which will 
include campus visits, will then take place from 
Jan. 19 until Jan. 30.
                                      
                                         Jarad Jarmon can be reached 
                                                              at 581-281 or 
                                                           jsjarmon@eiu.edu.
Committee 
updates
presidential 
search
timeline
By Stephanie Markham
News Editor | @stephm202
The Jimmy John’s restaurant at the in-
tersection of Fourth Street and Lincoln 
Avenue is one of 216 locations in which 
some customers’ credit and debit card in-
formation has been breached.
The  company  r e l e a s ed  a  s t a t emen t 
Wednesday explaining the incident and 
listing the locations affected.
According to the statement, an intruder 
stole login information from a third par-
ty service provider that works for Jimmy 
John’s website.
The intruder  then insta l led malware 
into the restaurant’s sale system and sub-
sequently accessed information including 
cardholder names, card numbers, expira-
tion dates and verification codes.
The breach occurred for most locations, 
including Charleston, on July 1, though 
for some it was as early as June 16.
The statement said all malware has been re-
moved; for most places it was removed Aug. 
5, for Charleston it was removed Aug. 1.
Hacker breaks into Jimmy John’s data
JIMMY JOHN’S, page 6
Z ACHARY LAVIZZO | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Emily Hearn performs on Wednesday at 7th Street Underground. Her husband joined her on stage to sing as well. Hearn is widely-known 
as YouTube singer-songwriter. The University Board created a new series involving YouTube-featured artists showcasing their talents at 7th 
Street Underground.
‘GOT TA HAVE YOU,’ EASTERN
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By Luis Martinez
Staff Reporter | @DEN_News
For the first time ever, ROC Fest 
included a game of zombie tag, a 
game that pits the residents on cam-
pus against “zombies” on Wednes-
day.
From 6 to 8 p.m., people ran 
from South Quad to North Quad 
and to the campus pond and back 
again, all the while avoiding the 
zombies.
Things began as the survivors 
gathered in the Stevenson lob-
by, waiting to be released onto the 
zombie-infested campus. 
Survivors had to plan their gath-
ering in order to avoid being turned 
into the walking dead themselves. 
Survivors and other residents 
were screaming as they came face 
to face with the many zombies that 
were running around.
The survivors were marked with 
white bandanas whereas the zom-
bies had red bandanas.
The game began with five zom-
bies walking around campus, their 
goal being to tag the survivors and 
turn them into zombies. 
As the game drew to a close, the 
zombies quickly grew in numbers 
until there were no more survivors. 
Brian Anzures, a freshmen psy-
chology major, was one of the lon-
gest lasting survivors, until he be-
came infected.
“Zombie tag was so much fun,” 
Anzures said. “It was such a thrill 
going around campus and feeling 
the rush of possibly getting caught.”
Anthony Klaus, a freshman engi-
neering major, was one of the orig-
inal zombies who painted his arms 
and legs with zombie-like traits.  
“It was a lot of fun,” Klaus said. 
“I’m pretty sure a lot of people are 
going to remember this; I scared so 
many people.”
As they tagged survivors, zombies 
had to take their bandana, give the 
freshly turned zombies a red ban-
dana and turn in their newly ac-
quired white bandanas. 
The more white  bandanas  a 
zombie had, the more points they 
earned for their residence hall.
The survivors had to make their 
way to the three checkpoints locat-
ed on campus to check in with the 
staff.
Checkpoints included the South 
and North Quad and campus pond. 
Each time a survivor checked 
in, they received a sticker, and the 
more stickers a survivor gathered, 
the more points they earned.
As zombie tag came to a close, 
Kadie Peterson, the Residence Hall 
Association vice-president, reflected 
on the success of the event. 
“It turned out really well; it was 
a little slow in the beginning, as it 
was expected with any new game on 
campus,” Peterson said. “But we got 
more people as it went along, and 
people really started getting into it, 
which made it a lot of fun.”
She also had some ideas of how 
to improve zombie tag for next 
time. 
“We definitely want to make the 
people more visible as it gets dark-
er,” Peterson said. “We might have 
the zombies wear a white t-shirt or 
get different color glow sticks.”
The next event in ROC Fest is 
the campus-wide scavenger hunt, 
which starts at 9 a.m. and ends at 9 
p.m. Thursday.
“Scavenger hunt gets pretty in-
tense,” Peterson said. “At the end of 
it, you see whole halls come togeth-
er, because each hall gets a point for 
each person that comes in.”
 “We have more people signing 
up, and we are getting a lot more 
people than other ROC Fests,” Pe-
terson said. 
Luis Martinez can be
 reached 581-2812
 or lpmartinez@eiu.edu.
Zombies run wild at ROCFest
KE VIN HALL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Kevin Lux, a junior history major, chases Drew King, a freshman pre-med 
major, during zombie tag Wednesday by the Campus Pond.
KE VIN HALL | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS 
Anthony Klaus, an Engineering Cooperative major, looks for other players to tag and turn into zombies while 
playing "Zombie Tag" during the RHA zombie tag event Wednesday in the South Quad.
 
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor | @BertoHodge
Being the first person in her fami-
ly to go to college was an exciting, scary 
and overwhelming experience. She went 
there on her own and did not know a 
single person, but she stuck with it—un-
til she heard gunshots.
Jeannie Ludlow, the coordinator of 
women’s studies, said going to college 
was a rough but worthwhile experience 
in her life. It would take dealing with a 
few discipline changes and sexist remarks 
until she found her fit.
Ludlow said she returned to school 
one weekend and heard gunshots. 
Someone was robbing a nearby store. At 
that point, she was over college life and 
left again to return home.
“I was scared. I turned around and 
went right back home, ‘I’m not going 
back,’” Ludlow said.
Ludlow, who grew up in Veedersburg, 
Ind., said she has been to many colleg-
es and changed her major several times. 
Her first college was Indiana State 
University where she studied music ed-
ucation. Ludlow left thinking she was 
not mature enough, and like many stu-
dents, she had times where she wanted 
to give up. 
Homesick often, she would go home 
every weekend.
Ludlow said she later returned to col-
lege, this time at Danville Area Commu-
nity College where she studied comput-
er science, but she then changed her in-
terests to general humanities. 
She said she transferred from this col-
lege because she was unhappy with what 
she was studying and settled on the Uni-
versity of Indianapolis.
While at Indianapolis, Ludlow said 
she pursued music education again; 
however, because of a sexist remark from 
a professor, she disassociated herself from 
the major. 
“I let him tell me that, so I changed 
my major,” Ludlow said.
Eventually, Ludlow found an inter-
est in English and graduated within five 
years with the degree. 
Although Ludlow’s parents were sup-
portive of her endeavors in college, she 
said there is also a divide among first 
generation college students. 
“There’s a big difference with how 
some people value education,” Ludlow 
said.
Ludlow said current and future first 
generation students should learn the ed-
ucational system and resources available.
Like Ludlow, Richard Jones Jr., a 
communication studies professor, said 
his first time at college was exciting.
Jones, who is from Asheville, N.C., 
said going away to college was hard on 
his family because he was the first and 
his parents had no personal experience 
to draw on to help him.
Since he was the first in his family to 
go to college, he decided to go to the 
University of North Carolina Greens-
boro, which was only two hours from 
his home. 
Like Ludlow, he started studying mu-
sic. However, the program was competi-
tive so he switched majors. 
“That was just too much; there was a 
lot of pressure,” Jones said.
Taking a course in interpersonal com-
munications eventually led him to get 
his bachelor’s and master’s in the field.
Before settling on his actual major, 
Jones said at the end of his sophomore 
year he began to lose a lot of motivation. 
He said he was in the middle of 
switching his major and during that 
time was holding down a job.
“Do I want to be a waiter the rest of 
my life?” Jones asked.
Ultimately, Jones left the university 
and enrolled in community college for a 
semester where he took two classes in or-
der to figure out what he wanted to do.
“It gave me a lot of time to think 
about my life,” Jones said.
Jones said students should find a sup-
port system. He said if he had some-
one to talk to about what he was going 
through, he would not have taken a se-
mester off.
The people who can give the best ad-
vice are those who are still in school, but 
working through everything like a grad-
uate assistant, Jones said.
For Cecilia Brinker, the director of 
student life, she did not realize the im-
pact of her college success until she grad-
uated. 
Brinker, who is a graduate of Eastern, 
said growing up in the inner city of East 
St. Louis pushed her to persevere and 
complete both of her degrees, a bache-
lor’s degree in physical education and a 
master’s degree in educational guidance 
and psychology. 
She said a lot of challenges and “life 
lessons,” helped mold her into the per-
son she is today. 
Brinker said when it came to her 
course work, she had to have a lot of 
self-discipline because college was not all 
about “good times.” 
She said not having mentors to pro-
vide guidance or support when needed 
was also one of her challenges. 
Brinker said she wanted to give up 
many times, but she was able to remain 
determined and optimistic because she 
could always find someone to aid her in 
her struggles. 
Brinker said students who are first 
generation should never expect anyone 
to do anything that they cannot do for 
themselves, and they must take responsi-
bility for their own actions. 
“I had my share of sleepless nights 
and stress-filled days, which at times 
proved to be too much of a burden 
to bare for me as college student,” 
Brinker said. 
Roberto Hodge can be reached
at 581-2812 or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
Faculty reflect on college experience
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BINGO
@ The MOOSE Family Fraternity
615 7th Street
Non-members can play
* MUST BE 21 *
7PM TONIGHT
217-345-2012
$1.00 Drafts
Print, Online, and Email...three GREAT ways to get your ad seen and customers at your door!
Call DEN Advertising at 217-581-2816 
Sigma Tau Delta Film Night l 7 PM
    For all English students, The Thin Man will be shown with a discussion to follow; Coleman Hall Aud.
Jazz Showcase | 7:30 PM - 9 PM
    Performances by the Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Lab Band, and the Jazz Combos; Doudna Fine Arts Bldg.
‘Revolutionary Decade: Reflections on the 1960s’ Exhibit | All Day
    Booth Library’s fall program and exhibit series; all events are free and open to the public
Check out more upcoming events at www.dailyeasternnews.com
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ROBERTO HODGE | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Kelsey and Stephen Jackson laugh together as they recount how they met through a unique circumstance Wednesday in Mary J. Booth Library.
DEBBY HERNANDEZ | THE DAILY EAST-
ERN NE WS
Charles Foy, a history professor, 
shares his story on his two day voy-
age Wednesday in Coleman Hall.
By Debby Hernandez
Administration Editor | @DEN_News
A history department professor lived a 
unique experience over the summer sail-
ing the oldest commercial whaling ship 
still afloat, known as the “Charles W. 
Morgan.”
Charles Foy was one of only 70 voy-
agers to sail in the Mystic Seaport’s 38th 
voyage, a project sponsored by the Na-
tional Endowment for Humanities to 
raise awareness on the importance of 
America’s maritime history. 
After receiving information about the 
“Charles W. Morgan” voyage, Foy set 
aside his summer plans to meet artists and 
scholars, while experiencing first-hand the 
life of mariners during the 17th and 18th 
centuries and how it compares to mari-
ners today. 
In mid-July, Foy left Scotland to set sail 
on a two day voyage from Provincetown 
to Boston, Mass.
 The size of the “Charles W. Morgan” 
is nearly half the size of boats today, Foy 
said. 
Weather conditions were a challenge, 
since fog made it difficult to see during 
the sail. 
“We were the only ones affected by the 
weather,” Foy said. “When we first lifted 
anchor, it was a cool day, but by 8 (a.m.) 
or 9 a.m. we had fog for about three hours 
and we couldn’t see more than 100 yards.” 
Foy said he reflected on the challeng-
es men in the eighteen century faced with 
navigational tools that were not precise, 
allowing them to know their specific loca-
tion, while today those tools are available.
 His interest in African American mar-
iners in the 17th and 18th centuries, took 
him on a decade long research project.
As a result, he created a black mariner 
database with records of nearly 25,000 
mariners and fugitive mariners.
Foy said what striked him was the 
number of women in the crew.
“In the time period I write about 
which is the age of sail, it is extremely rare 
a woman is on a ship as a crew member,” 
he said.  “I would say about 40 percent of 
the crew was women.” 
Foy said he had the opportunity to 
work with the crew in terms of holding 
the line and going up the boat rigging.
“When I was in the ship and got up to 
rigging, at one point you realize you’re 50 
feet up,” he said. “You realize the accident 
rate must have been extremely high.” 
“It is funny when you experience 
something that you know because it real-
ly makes it much more vivid and concrete 
for you,” Foy added. 
Foy said the experience on a large ship 
might not be as some people expect it to 
be. 
“I think the instinctive thoughts that 
people have about sailing in general, es-
pecially in large ships is that it is sort of 
romantic, in fact it is extremely difficult 
work,” he said.
One of the biggest challenges Foy faced 
in his voyage was the confined space in 
the ship from narrow hallways to small 
bunk beds. 
“One of the things was how limited 
your space, how limited your privacy and 
how important your sense of others and 
where they are relevant,” he said. 
The experience also allowed him to 
meet interesting people, such as an artist 
from Brooklyn who sketches in the mo-
ment, two literary men, and a middle 
school teacher. 
Foy’s passion and ambition to inform 
others about the significance of black 
mariners and the connection America’s 
history with the sea has with the economy 
of the time, has led him to continue his 
research and create more projects.
He is currently researching three differ-
ent families in Rhode Island who owned 
black seamen workers and then pushed to 
employ them as free workers.
The three families include the Brown, 
Lopez, and Arnold families who have re-
cords about black laborers.
Debby Hernandez can be
 reached at 581-2812
 or dhernandez5@eiu.edu.
Professor sails oldest commercial whaling ship
By Roberto Hodge
Multicultural Editor |@BertoHodge
Her best friend was a mutual friend 
of his, and through a series of awkward 
phone switching and a sudden change 
of heart, the two became a couple, dat-
ed and were then married a year and a 
half later. 
Kelsey Jackson, a senior elementary 
education major, and Steve Jackson, a 
sophomore at Lakeland College, are two 
married students. 
Both laughed during the memory as 
Kelsey explained the situation. 
One day while Kelsey’s friend was 
grounded, she borrowed Kelsey’s phone 
to call her boyfriend, Steve. 
From there, Steve took Kelsey’s num-
ber, broke up with the friend and start-
ed dating Kelsey—after about three days. 
Their relationship mainly consist-
ed of phone calls since they lived two 
hours away, coupled with the fact that 
Steve’s parents did not approve of Kelsey 
because he was Pentecostal and she is a 
non-denominational Christian. 
“It was difficult. I only got to see him 
eight times the entire time we were dat-
ing during the 11-month period,” Kelsey 
said. 
Steve said they had broken up a few 
times were even friends prior to dating. 
Four months after they started dat-
ing, Steve said he proposed to Kelsey in 
the rain.
Kelsey said she had always pictured 
a more romantic proposal, which didn’t 
exactly play out like the scene in her 
head.  
“I didn’t want to kneel down; it was 
raining,” Steve said with a smile. “(Let’s) 
get this over with.”  
Kelsey said she knew the proposal 
was coming as she was buying her wed-
ding dress earlier that day and Steve had 
picked out the ring with her father. 
Despite knowing it was going to hap-
pen, the moment still felt magical to her. 
“I didn’t want to lose him again,” 
Kelsey said. “We were going to do what 
we wanted without their approval.” 
All differences aside, Steve’s parents 
love Kelsey and both parents are sup-
portive of the couple, she said. 
They married before entering col-
lege and lived together with Kelsey’s par-
ents, which helped because she was go-
ing away to Eastern, as she always want-
ed to be a teacher. Kelsey said she had re-
searched the institution since she was 16 
and it is the university she always want-
ed to attend. 
Steve said going to college also ben-
efitted him because he wanted to do 
something more with his life. 
He didn’t want to sit around and 
work at a dead-end job, so he’s studying 
computer-aided drafting.
“I wanted to do what my dad did,” 
Steve said.  
Realizing being married sets them 
apart from a traditional student, the cou-
ple made light of how other students 
perceive them. 
“’You’re married, what?’” Kelsey said. 
“’Already?’” Steve interjected as they 
both smiled. 
Many times, Steve would say some-
thing under his breath and Kelsey would 
reply with a sassy comment, which 
prompted Steve to chuckle. 
Both are full time students and part-
time workers at Pizza Hut, but in differ-
ent locations, so they do not get to see 
each other as often as either would like. 
“He’s already in bed by the time I get 
home,” Kelsey said. 
On average, the two only get to see 
each other 30 minutes a day except for 
Wednesday or Sunday at church. 
Since the two are married, they fill 
out their taxes jointly as many married 
couples do. Kelsey said their financial 
aid splits and some goes toward Eastern, 
while the rest is for Lakeland College. 
They receive enough as it covers most 
of their college expenses such as housing 
and tuition; however, their first year was 
hard for them financially as she was the 
only one working. 
When it comes to children, both 
agree on notion, but when numbers start 
flying, the two seem to be deeply divid-
ed. 
Kelsey said she wants five children 
while Steve said he would rather go the 
more traditional route with one boy and 
girl. 
Kelsey said she already has five names 
picked out, but they want to wait until 
after they both graduate from college. 
“I want to be like the next Duggars,” 
Kelsey said jokingly as Steve smiles. 
Roberto Hodge can be reached
at 581-2812 or rlhodge@eiu.edu.
Married students stay together through challenges
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Drawn from the easel
ROBERTO HODGE | THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
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Just as the school year gets into full swing with 
its first week under the belt, Eastern gets a 
three-day weekend — but don’t be packing up 
your car just yet. 
Before you go ahead and fuel up your car, 
throw three days worth of clothes into a bag 
and hit the road back to see your folks — who 
you probably just spent the last three months 
with — take a minute and consider what you’re 
doing. 
We’ve been in school for a week. Scratch that: 
less than a week if you moved in on Sunday. 
Take it in. There you go. Let the realization 
come over you that it’s only been five to seven 
days. Some packages don’t even arrive in that 
amount of time. 
And after those few days you shouldn’t be so 
ready to book it on back home. In fact, you 
should be getting excited realizing that college 
might just be a lot more fun during a three-day 
weekend. 
So, I’m asking you to please restrain yourself 
from migrating home for the three-day week-
end and give Eastern a chance during the La-
bor Day holiday, instead of going to where you 
lived for three months before getting here less 
than a week ago. 
This is the first true weekend at Eastern. There 
is no Quakin’ in the Quad fair or First Night 
celebration. This is your first real experience at 
what college life will be like when class is not 
in session. 
And guess what? College life means living here 
during the weekends. There are plenty of times 
to go home, such as Fall Break or Thanksgiv-
ing, or any other weekend you might need to. 
Just reconsider the first weekend before you 
buy that train ticket. 
As I’m sure you heard during the opening 
nights of Eastern, this university operates like a 
family. In a sense it’s true. Don’t run from this 
new experience before you think it through 
completely. 
Decisions like leaving early means you’ll miss 
out on all the memories your friends will have. 
And trust me, you will come to regret it. Don’t 
begin college with a regret, but instead strive 
to make the most of it. And you can’t do that 
sitting back in your parents’ basement. 
Don’t be so eager to leave the place you’ve de-
cided is your new home for the next four years. 
Some of the best friends I’ve made I made dur-
ing three-day weekends when we all had the 
opportunity to hang out. 
For some it might be a bit of a shock to be 
here so long, but really that’s the point. College 
forces you to become adults, not only in the 
realms of education, but socially as well.
Besides whether or not you should go to class, 
this is one of the first big choices you’ll have to 
make as independent adults. You have to de-
cide whether or not you want to be on your 
own and have a bit more freedom or if you 
want to quit on the college life before even giv-
ing it an ounce of a chance.  
To leave before even making it through the first 
week is not what college is supposed to be. Col-
lege is about freedom, about being an adult and 
on your own for the first time. 
Going home the first weekend back is a little 
like giving up on the experience before you try 
it. Hang out with your friends. Sleep in. Get 
ready for the second week of school by — gasp! 
— doing your homework ahead of time. In 
short, enjoy this three-day weekend at Eastern. 
It doesn’t come along very often. 
Bob Galuski is a senior English and journal-
ism major. He can be reached at 581-2812 or 
denopinions@gmail.com.
Bob Galuski
The best of weekends are 3-day weekends
STAFF EDITORIAL
The daily editorial is the majority opinion of the editorial board of 
The Daily Eastern News.
Russia cuts it close before the Olympics
Wipe on, wipe off
at the Rec Center
Working out in the Student Recreational 
Center has its benefits. Exercise equipment litters 
the two floors and the track offers an air-condi-
tioned alternative to the sweltering heat current-
ly plaguing Charleston.
Like with most public places though, cer-
tain liberties granted to those who workout at 
home are forgone when they exercise in the pub-
lic gym. 
The longstanding smell, which can only be 
described as thick, wet and pungent, is difficult 
to overpass. At certain times, the crowds of peo-
ple on the machines leaves little options for ex-
ercises. 
And once the benches or machines are finally 
free, the one next in line to use them get to see 
beads of sweat riddle the pads. 
This is by far the hardest obstacle to get past 
when going to the gym. People giving little mind 
to wipe down the benches after they are done are 
irresponsible. They need to be educated on the 
common infections that can be passed through a 
room with hundreds of sweaty men and women. 
Even if there was not a risk for infections, I do 
not want to laying on a pool of sweat, and I as-
sume that is the case for most. 
It is disgusting seeing sweat outlines on the 
pads from someone who has been their before. 
More respect should be given when using the 
Rec equipment, or at least, there should be more 
respect for others using it. 
It should not be a challenge to take 30 sec-
onds taking a paper towel, spraying the paper 
towel, and wiping down the pads with the pa-
per towel. 
While it the staff should be regularly cleaning 
the equipment thoroughly, those who go to gym 
need to do their part as well. They cannot wipe 
down the bench every time a person is done us-
ing it, even though that would be incredible. 
Despite being a student who wants a clean 
gym for myself, I want those incoming students 
to see a gym that does not look grimy. 
Wiping down the pads is the bare minimum 
when it comes to avoiding having sweat soaked 
gym equipment. 
I can understand motivation to wipe down af-
ter every exercise can be monotonous, but seeing 
remnants other people on equipment takes out 
any motivation to actually use the equipment. 
Wiping on and wiping off makes the world 
go round. 
If it is too much of a hassle to do these me-
nial tasks, those who do not wipe down should 
stay at home and allow people to workout in a 
clean world. 
Jarad Jarmon is a senior journalism major. He 
can be reached at 581-7912 or denopinions@
gmail.com
We don’t usually like to deal in clichés, but there is some truth 
to the saying “life begins outside your comfort zone.”
And if that’s where life indeed begins, then it’s also where intel-
lect and maturity blossom.
Over the course of this week, the staff and advisors at The Dai-
ly Eastern News have been discussing the weirdest and strangest 
things we’ve each done that actually turned out to be enjoyable.
Answers ranged anywhere from taking a Russian history class or 
working at a student publication to learning to play racquetball or 
taking a spontaneous, midnight drive to Tennessee for breakfast. 
While we don’t advise the latter (Tennessee Waffle Houses are 
actually a bit terrifying—stick to Lincoln Gardens), we do think 
there’s a lesson there, one that shows just how important it is, 
from time to time, to shake things up a bit — to really jump out-
side your comfort zone.
So, as students return to campus for the semester, greeted with 
an array of opportunities to expand their horizons, the staff of The 
News would like to prompt students to do exactly that — to chal-
lenge themselves in one way or another.
Doing so, we feel, is a great way to both broaden one’s hori-
zons or discover a new passion, and is an integral part to fostering 
maturity and appreciating the college experience.
Whether it’s attending the upcoming Pokey LaFarge concert 
to learn to truly appreciate bluegrass music, registering for a class 
you have no interest in, or simply taking a weekend night off from 
the bars to explore the Charleston area, we think you’d be wise to 
do it.
As we are sure you will be told this week, college is a time to 
grow, and not just intellectually. Challenging your current percep-
tions is great, and will take you far. But casting your worries aside, 
and jumping full-in to a foreign and unknown experience will do 
much more.
So, next time you see Brother Jed on campus, invite him to 
have breakfast with you. Instead of going to Four O’Clock Club 
on Friday, drive out to the World’s Fastest Pop Machine.
Next time you’re stuck between taking a generic communica-
tions elective or something like “Introduction to Ballroom Danc-
ing,” take the latter. You just may like it. And if you don’t? What 
does it matter — at least you tried something new. 
Plus, now you can salsa dance.  
Life begins outside your comfort zone
Jarad Jarmon
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For extended letters and 
forums for all content visit 
dailyeasternnews.com
  rite a letter to the editorYou have something to say. Knowing 
this, The Daily Eastern News provides 
a place for you to say it every day.
W
Letters to the editor can be submitted at any 
time on any topic to the Opinions Editor to be 
published in The Daily Eastern News. The DEN’s 
policy is to run all letters that are not libelous or 
potentially harmful. Letters to the editor can be 
brought in with identification to The DEN or sent 
to DENopinions@gmail.com.
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Habitat for Humanity works to raise money
Part-Time and Full-Time
positions available! 
Part-time positions:
. Work 16-24 hours/week 
. 1st shift only 
. Assembly positions open!
115 Full-Time Positions Avail-
able! 
. Assembly and Machining 
. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd shifts available 
. Competitive wages + monthly bonus! 
. Bus from Decatur to Sullivan avail-
able! 
Apply today! 
1411 S Hamilton Sullivan, IL 61951 217-728-4972 www.staffsolutions.biz 
“Dedicated To Providing Our Clients With Staffing Solutions.”
Sept. 29 - Oct. 3
Senior Portraits
Go to laurenstudios.com
to make your appointment
School Passcode: Panthers 2014
2504 Buzzard Hall                          
Journalism Conference Room
Second Floor
It’s that time of year again! 
Please dress appropriately
Three times the fun
ROSE SACCO|THE DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Tanisha Jones, a senior sociology major, attaches a wristband to Katie Schneider, a senior elementary education major, Wednesday during the Block Party in Taylor 
Dining Center. Appetizers were served at Thomas Dining Center, dinner was at Taylor Dining Center and desserts were at Stevenson Hall Dining Center. The wristbands 
were used to get diners in to the participating dining halls.
By Morgan Murray 
Staff Reporter | @Den_News
They have been seen walking 
through the South Quad on toi-
lets yelling, “Give a crap for hab-
itat.”
The members of  Habitat  for 
Humani ty  were  not  t r y ing  to 
make a joke; though they assured 
students that the toilet was clean. 
Ins tead  they  were  making  a 
statement — students could give 
up whatever spare change they 
had in their pockets for the sake 
of humanity.
Sitt ing on toi lets  for the af-
ternoon normally raises around 
$200, all  of which goes toward 
Habitat for Humanity, a world-
wide group and an RSO at East-
ern. 
The RSO’s overall fundraising 
goal, called the House 3.0 Plan, 
is to raise $46,000, which is how 
much building a house normally 
costs.
S in c e  l a s t  s p r ing  s eme s t e r, 
the group on campus has raised 
$3,000.
The RSO at Eastern currently 
has about 20 members. 
Caitlin Wend, the group’s pres-
ident, said the RSO is trying to 
get more people involved, and not 
much work is involved except to 
show up to projects.
As ide  f rom fundra i s ing,  the 
Christian group also builds homes 
around local communities and in 
needy areas.
The group has not confined its 
work to the Coles County area, 
having built homes in Jefferson, 
Miss. and Maryville, Tenn. 
The group provides transporta-
tion for certain trips, and many of 
the builds are near campus. 
Last year the members did a re-
store in Mattoon.
“We actually restored the build-
ing across the street from County 
Market last year, and it was awe-
some to see the 50 people lined up 
to see the finished result,” Wend 
said.  
Another  form of  vo lunteer -
ing the group does is work at the 
Habitat for Humanity ReStore at 
520 W. Lincoln Ave.
The  ReStore  s e l l s  fu rn i ture 
as part of a larger effort to raise 
money for the national organiza-
tion.
Ala ina  Rupper t ,  the  group’s 
secretary, said everyone is  wel-
come to come help out regardless 
of whether or not they are in the 
club. 
Drew Borzi, the group’s educa-
tion chair, said helping others is 
gratifying.
“ There  i s  so  much joy  tha t 
comes from helping out everyone 
in need,” said. 
Meetings are on at 8:30 p.m. 
Wednesdays  in  Lumpkin  Hal l 
Room 1041.
Morgan Murray can be
reached  at 581-2812
or  mnmurray@eiu.edu.
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Transfers, Grads, Faculty, Staff  
Good Housing, Proven Management 
 
Housing for 1 from $350-440 
Housing for 2 from $290/person 
 
  
 
1512 A Street. P.O. Box 377 
Charleston, IL 61920 
217 345-4489 – Fax 345-4472 
woodrentals.com 
NEED TO FILL A POSITION?
Find your next great employee by placing a 
help wanted ad in the DEN!
CLASSIFIEDS
Pick up your copy of the Daily Eastern News anywhere around town!
Check out our multimedia 
content!
www.dailyeasternnews.com
Help wanted
Tweet
   Tweet
Follow the Daily Eastern 
News Twitter!
den_news
The Vehicle:
Eastern’s literary journal
Submit your creative prose, 
poetry and plays to 
The Vehicle anytime!
Go to www.thevehiclemagazine.com
Dance teacher. Available to teach after 
4. Experience in ballet, tap, jazz, hip-
hop. Teaching experience desired, but 
not required. Call 217-254-6707.
__________________________9/26
BOWERS RENTALS-Very nice 1-7 BR 
homes for Fall 2015 Starting at 
$325/mo. Great locations! 1 minute 
walk to Lantz!
Call or text 217-345-4001.
eiuliving.com
__________________________9/26
BOWERS RENTALS-Spring Semes-
ter Spacious 1-3 BR Duplexes. Only 2 
locations available! Close to campus! 
Call or text 217-345-4001.
eiuliving.com
__________________________9/26
AVAILABLE NOW-3 Bedroom house at 
1046 2nd St. Reduced Rent!
217-549-2220
__________________________9/29
For rent
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AVAILABLE NOW-2BR 2BA apartment 
and Roommate Matching available! 
Reduced Rent! Fully furnished, W/D, 
private bath, walk-in closets, balcony & 
most utilities included. 217-345-5515 
www.MelroseonFourth.com
__________________________9/29
3 BR Apts., 820 Lincoln Ave. Stove, 
fridge, microwave, dishwasher, new 
carpet & paint, parking included, water 
& trash paid. 1 blk from EIU. 348-7746, 
www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________9/30
2 BR Apts. as low as $285/person. All 
appliances, some with dishwasher, and 
garage. Trash pd, some with water pd. 
As close as 3 blocks to campus. 348-
7746, www.CharlestonILApts.com
__________________________9/30
FOR 2015-2016:  VERY NICE 1 - 8 BED-
ROOM HOUSES AND APARTMENTS. 
1/2 BLOCK TO 3 BLOCKS FROM CAM-
PUS.  CALL 217-493-7559.  myei-
uhome.com  
_________________________10/31
AVAILABLE AUGUST 2015 GREAT 
LOCATION, one block from campus, 
3, 4, and 6 BEDROOM HOUSES. 
Please contact us for more informa-
tion. 217/348-8249 www.ppwrentals.
com
_________________________10/31
3, 4, 5 Bedroom houses available for 
2015-2016 school year. Call 217-962-
0790. Appliances included. 
_________________________10/31
For rent For rent
Check out our photo 
galleries online!
www.dailyeasternnews.com
By Stephanie Markham
News Editor | @stephm202
Relatives of Mary Hawkins, the 
second “matron” of Pemberton Hall 
who lives on in both history and leg-
end, are coming to campus Thursday 
to learn more about their family tree. 
Gilbert Hawkins, who is Mary’s 
great grandnephew, and his wife An-
nette will arrive in Charleston Thurs-
day from their home in New Zea-
land. 
Mark Hudson, the director of 
housing and dining, said Mary was 
a supervisor in Pemberton Hall from 
1910 to 1917, and at the time, resi-
dents referred to her as the matron.
The Hawkins will be residing 
in a room in Pemberton Hall for 
their visit, which will be until next 
Wednesday. 
They will also be guest judges for 
the residents’ activity, Pemberton’s 
Got Talent, at 8 p.m. Thursday in 
the Pemberton Hall lobby.
Hudson said the Hawkins are vis-
iting Charleston to continue with 
their genealogical research. 
He said he and other faculty 
members would share the research 
they have been compiling for the 
past few years about Mary and what 
it was like to live during her time.
Hudson said they would be ex-
ploring the community as well as vis-
iting Mary’s gravesite.
He said they would also discuss 
the myths and ghost stories that have 
followed Mary after her death.
Stephanie Markham can be 
reached at 581-2812 or 
samarkham@eiu.edu.
Mary Hawkins relatives to visit
Bobby Thornton, and Eastern 
student, opened for Hearn with 
a cover of “God Gave Me You” by 
Blake Shelton and his original song 
“The Good Ole Days.”
Hearn said she has been upload-
ing videos of her songs on YouTube 
for the past five years after winning 
a contest that led to one of her songs 
being made into a music video.
“They designed the music video 
for me, filmed it, and posted it and 
then I began posting some covers 
and some originals,” she said.
Hearn described her music in a 
different way than most do.
“I always described myself as pop, 
or an indie version of pop, but I’m 
pretty heavily influenced by my 
country roots,” she said.  
“But I still don’t consider my-
self country, I’d call myself a singer-
songwriter.”
Viewers can find a variety of mu-
sic genres covered on Hearn’s chan-
nel.
“I’m completely self-taught when 
it comes to my music knowledge; 
I’m limited,” she said. 
“But Michael and some of the 
other guys we play music with are 
really smart, and some of them have 
studied music, so they just naturally 
come up with things.”
In particular, a cover of “Let Go” 
by Frou Frou stands out, because the 
original is so unlike the cover.
“I thought it was a joke because 
the song is amazing, but it’s real-
ly electronic, so I didn’t understand 
how I could cover it,” she said. “We 
ended up making an acoustic ver-
sion that just takes it in a different 
direction.”
 Hearn said she recently finished 
recording a new album, and it will 
be released in February.
The UB will host Dan Henig, an-
other YouTube singer apart of the 
YouTube series, in November.
 
                 
   Samantha Middendor can be 
reached at 581-2812 
or semiddendorf@eiu.edu. 
» HEARN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
T h e  s t a t e m e n t  s a i d  J i m m y 
John’s cannot inform customers 
whose information was stolen, so 
those concerned should contact 
their banks if they notice some-
thing off about their statements. 
Jimmy John’s  i s  a lso offer ing 
identity repair service from the 
company AllClear ID for those 
who made electronic purchases 
during the listed dates. 
M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e 
found at  the Data Securi ty  In-
cident page of the Jimmy John’s 
website.   
Stephanie Markham can be
reached at 581-2812 
or samarkham@eiu.edu.
www.jimmyjohns.com/datasecurityincident
» JIMMY JOHN’S  
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
It  a l so  sa id  encrypted swipe 
machines  have  been  ins ta l l ed , 
so customers are now safe to use 
their cards at Jimmy John’s.
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Panthers open conference schedule with confidence
Anthony Catezone
Managing Editor | @AnthonyCatz
 
Name a wide receiver from the 
Southeastern Conference last season. 
Chances are Eastern defensive back 
Anthony Standifer has lined up across 
from him.
“(The Ohio Valley Conference) is 
slowed down a lot to me,” Standifer 
said. “I’m not saying the competition 
isn’t comparable, but there is nothing 
like playing in the SEC.”
Standifer is a junior transfer from 
Ole Miss who has experience de-
fending the likes of Jordan Matthews 
(from Vanderbilt, now a Philadelphia 
Eagle), Marquise Goodwin (from 
Texas, now a Buffalo Bill) and Stan-
difer’s former Ole Miss teammate, 
Donte Mocrief (now an Indianapo-
lis Colt).
“I came from the best conference 
in college football,” Standifer said. “I 
played against those guys — they’re 
some of the best.”
Also, Standifer has had a lifetime of 
experience against Ole Miss standout 
wide receiver Laquon Treadwell. 
Standifer and Treadwell are both 
products of Crete-Monee High 
School. In 2012, Standifer committed 
to Ole Miss as the No. 30 rated cor-
ner back in the nation by scout.com.
The following year, Treadwell fol-
lowed his best friend, committing to 
Ole Miss as the No. 1 wide receiver, 
according to the ESPN Top-300.
“I always have had confidence 
just because of who my best friend is 
[Treadwell],” Standifer said. “I have 
been guarding him ever since high 
school.”
But after one season together, Stan-
difer and Treadwell saw separate paths 
as Rebels. 
Treadwell earned SEC Freshman of 
the Year and was named a First Team 
Freshman All-American.
Standifer, meanwhile, was dis-
missed from Ole Miss for undisclosed 
reasons.
“I got in a little trouble myself,” 
Standifer said. “Overall, it wasn’t the 
right place for me.”
But coincidentally, Kane Wom-
mack took the defensive coordinator 
position at Eastern. Wommack was a 
defensive graduate assistant under his 
father, Dave, the defensive coordina-
tor at Ole Miss.
Wommack mainly oversaw the de-
fensive backs in his two-year stint at 
Ole Miss, making his relationship 
with Standifer that much more per-
sonal.
Through several coaches at Ole 
Miss, Wommack was made aware of 
Standifer’s dismissal and he knew the 
opportunity was too perfect to pass 
up.
After all, growing up in his father’s 
defensive scheme, Wommack runs the 
exact same system at Eastern as Dave 
does at Ole Miss.
Other than signal calling, the sim-
ilarities are uncanny, from the sche-
matic nuts and bolts to the way the 
PowerPoint presentations are con-
ducted in defensive meetings.
“I could just come in, pick right 
up, be fast and on point with every-
thing,” Standifer said.  
Wanting to play immediately, and 
not sit out a year because of NCAA 
transfer regulations, Standifer elected 
to transfer down to the FCS level.
Sam Houston State, Alabama State 
and South Alabama were among the 
numerous FCS programs recruiting 
Standifer.
“I didn’t want him to get flustered 
and make a wrong decision,” Wom-
mack said.
So, Wommack eased the process of 
recruiting Standifer to Eastern. Stan-
difer scheduled a visit in June — he 
fell in love.
Standifer likened Charleston to a 
downsized Oxford, Miss., but what 
Oxford did not have was proximity.
“I didn’t want to be back down 
south; I wanted to be closer to home,” 
Standifer said.
And so began Standifer’s time at 
Eastern, bringing his SEC experience 
with him, teaching Eastern’s defensive 
backs the speed of the SEC.
Fellow Eastern defensive back DJ 
Bland said Standifer’s experience de-
fending the country’s best receivers 
helps Standifer and his teammates 
build confidence.
“He knows what receivers are ca-
pable of,” Bland said. “He’ll tell us, 
‘don’t worry about that receiver. Re-
lax, and everything will be fine.’”
Apparently, Standifer knows what 
he is talking about.
Eastern is ranked second in the 
OVC and 17th in the nation in pass 
defense, surrendering just 156.2 yards 
per game.
Anthony Catezone can be
reached at 581-2812
or ajcatezone@eiu.edu.
Standing firm
 
Former SEC player
finds home in OVC
CHYNNA MILLER | THE  DAILY EASTERN NE WS
Defensive back Anthony Standifer transferred to Eastern after he was dismissed from Ole Miss. Standifer said 
his experience defending wide receivers in the Southeastern Conference has benefitted him in the Ohio Valley 
Conference.
By Dominic Renzetti 
Assistant Sports Editor | @domrenzetti
The Eastern women’s soccer team 
beat six Ohio Valley Conference 
teams last season and neither of them 
were Southeast Missouri or Southern 
Illinois-Edwardsville.
The Panthers open OVC play 
this weekend with a pair of matches 
against teams who beat them in 2013, 
starting with Southeast Missouri at 
3 p.m. Friday and Southern Illinois-
Edwardsville at 1 p.m. Sunday. Both 
matches are at Lakeside Field.
Eastern head coach Jason Cher-
ry said last year’s 4-0 loss to South-
east Missouri was certainly one match 
the Panthers admittedly weren’t pre-
pared for.
“I remember we didn’t come off the 
bus,” Cherry said. “A 4-0 game, that 
was kind of hard to take. That was 
part of that weekend where we started 
on our downswing again.”
Eastern had lost its previous match 
that week to Tennessee-Martin and 
the followed the Southeast Missouri 
loss with another loss against South-
ern Illinois-Edwardsville.
The Redhawks got off to a quick 
start, scoring four goals in the 22nd, 
25th, 38th and 40th minute.
“Definitely a match we didn’t come 
out to play in,” junior forward Han-
nah Miller said.
Miller scored both goals in East-
ern’s 2-0 win last Sunday over Chi-
cago State, giving the Panthers their 
first win of the year. Miller said the 
win heading into the OVC schedule 
is a definite confidence boost for the 
team.
Cherry said the Redhawks are a 
very competitive opponent to play.
“They’re quick, they’re athletic, 
they’ll go at you,” he said.
Cherry said Southeast Missouri is 
a team that when they win the ball 
will try to release its outside back to 
be the outlet in its attack, as well as 
play short and quick on set pieces and 
corner kicks; both things that Cher-
ry said the Panthers will be ready for.
The Panthers will have to be ready 
without goalkeeper Kylie Morgan, 
who was injured against Valparaiso. 
Cherry said Morgan is still being eval-
uated with her shoulder injury and 
will continue to see a doctor later this 
week.
“She’s going to be out for a little 
while, which is unfortunate for her,” 
he said.
With Morgan out, junior Emily 
Hinton retakes the reigns, coming off 
her first career win and shutout over 
Chicago State.
Sunday’s contest against South-
ern Illinois-Edwardsville will be a re-
match of the Panthers’ first-round 
OVC tournament loss from last year.
The Panthers and Cougars played 
once in the regular season and once 
in the tournament last year and then 
once more in the spring. Each time, 
the Cougars came out on top with a 
2-1 win. This weekend will be differ-
ent, Cherry said.
“We’re going to beat them,” he 
said. “I think our girls are ready for it. 
We’re going to bring it.”
Miller said Southern Illinois-Ed-
wardsville is a team the Panthers are 
tired of losing to.
“I feel like they’re probably our top 
rival, just someone we really want to 
beat for once,” she said. “They’ve beat 
us like three times in the past year. It’s 
always a tough, hard game when we 
play them.”
The Panthers have a unique OVC 
slate this season where every team 
they play has just one match over the 
weekend, while the Panthers have 
two. Cherry said he wants to use this 
to the team’s advantage against the 
Cougars.
“I know it’s their only game of the 
weekend, it’s our second, but we don’t 
look at that as a disadvantage, but an 
advantage that we’re already playing 
and loose and ready to go,” he said. 
“We’re hoping that we catch them 
thinking that we’re going to be tired 
and we’re going to bring it to them.”
The Panthers opened conference 
last season with two wins, one over 
Belmont in overtime and then a 4-2 
win over Tennessee Tech. The top six 
finishing teams make the OVC tour-
nament, with the No. 1 seed hosting. 
The winner of the tournament gets 
an automatic bid to the NCAA tour-
nament. The first round of the OVC 
tournament is set to begin Nov. 6.
Dominic Renzetti can be reached
at 581-2812 or dcrenzetti@eiu.edu.
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@DEN_Sports tweet of the day: #EIU quarterback Jalen Whitlow is ranked No. 4 in the #OVC
By Aldo Soto
Sports Editor | @AldoSoto21
Jalen Whitlow was ready to transfer the 
same day he was told he would no longer be a 
quarterback for Kentucky.
“They wanted to change my position into 
wide receiver and I wanted to stay as a quarter-
back,” Whitlow said. “We had a disagreement 
and I was looking to transfer pretty much that 
same day.”
During spring 
ball in April, Whit-
low made his deci-
sion just like Ken-
tucky head coach 
Mark Stoops made 
h i s .  Kentucky 
wanted to go in a 
different direction 
at quarterback, af-
ter Whitlow start-
ed 15 games for the 
Wildcats in two sea-
sons. The dual-threat quarterback began his 
search for a new school immediately.
While Whitlow was looking for a change in 
scenery, the Eastern football team entered its 
spring ball with a plethora of quarterbacks on 
its roster, all trying to win the starting quarter-
back job.
Jimmy Garoppolo was getting ready to en-
ter the NFL Draft, while red-shirt senior An-
drew Manley emerged as the starter for the 
Panthers.
Yet, in his first-year as the offensive coor-
dinator with Eastern, Greg Stevens had a call 
to make when news spread that Whitlow was 
searching for a new team.
Within the week of receiving the news that 
he was being switched to wide receiver, Whit-
low picked up his phone when Stevens came 
a calling.
“That week is when I got the call from 
coach Stevens and he told me they were inter-
ested in me,” Whitlow said.
A month later, after a visit to Eastern’s cam-
pus, it was a done deal. Whitlow was a Panther.
On Dec. 2, 2011, Whitlow, as a backup 
to Prattville High School quarterback Justin 
Thomas, celebrated a class 6A Alabama state 
title. Although Whitlow only received about 
one-third of the snaps at quarterback, he was 
still ranked highly across the nation.
Although Whitlow originally committed 
to Arkansas State, which he later rescinded be-
cause its coach Hugh Freeze left for Ole Miss, 
he eventually landed at Kentucky.
Whitlow has always been known for his 
running ability. Not only was he a quarter-
back in high school, he also lined up as a wide 
receiver. At Prattville, Whitlow threw seven 
touchdown passes, rushed for 13 and caught 
two.
He left high school as the No. 12 ranked 
dual-threat quarterback in the nation. But 
don’t tell Whitlow he is a running quarterback 
only. As Kentucky soon learned that would be 
a mistake.
Being moved from quarterback to wide re-
ceiver was taken as a slight for Whitlow. Once 
he knew he was going to transfer he used Ken-
tucky’s decision as motivation.
“It was maybe what I needed,” he said. “I 
know that once that hap-
pened, I’ve never worked 
so hard in my life and I 
continue to do that.”
First-year head coach 
Kim Dameron has been 
clear since day one that 
he wants the opposing 
defense to defend all 11 
players on every single play. 
A quarterback with running ability was es-
sential, especially with Stevens’ offensive sys-
tem that saw his previous quarterback rush for 
1,046 yards and 16 rushing touchdowns in 
2013 at Southeastern Louisiana. 
Whitlow was a perfect match, but that 
didn’t mean he was the automatic starter when 
he arrived to Eastern in May. Once the season 
started, the decision still had not been made, 
as Dameron elected to go with a dual-quarter-
back system, with Whitlow sharing time with 
Manley.
After a 0-3 start to the season, though, 
Dameron made a decision. Manley will still 
receive some playing time, but the definitive 
starter is Whitlow.
In 1968, Joe Davis rushed for 134 yards 
against Bradley, setting a new Eastern quar-
terback rushing record. Almost half a century 
passed before that record was broken.
Starting Ohio Valley Conference play this 
season, Dameron had one clear objective – run 
the football.
Whitlow entered Saturday’s game against 
Austin Peay coming off a three-interception 
performance against Illinois State on Sept. 13. 
Whitlow also had 30 yards against the Red-
birds that was a season-low.
But the time was right. After three losses and 
minimal point production from the offense, 
Dameron looked at Eastern’s OVC opener as 
the perfect opportunity to run. And run a lot.
“I felt we didn’t do much of the QB run 
play in the first couple games and we felt that 
we’re in league (play) and this was the week to 
break it out,” Dameron said.
Eastern was ahead 35-7 in the third quar-
ter over Austin Peay. Facing a 2nd-and-7 from 
the Governors’ 21-yard line. Whitlow took the 
snap from center and rushed up field. He was 
tackled shy of the goal-line, but the 20-yard 
dash established a new quarterback rushing re-
cord for Eastern. At 137 yards rushing, Whit-
low ended as the Panthers’ leading rusher in 
their 63-7 win against Austin Peay.
But do not tell Dameron that Whitlow is 
only a running quarterback.
“All you have to do is look at what he did 
statistically,” Dameron said. “He rushed for 
about 150 and he threw for about 150. That’s 
pretty balanced.”
Along with his 137 rushing yards Saturday, 
Whitlow scored two, six-yard rushing touch-
downs, while throwing for 159 yards and two 
passing touchdowns.
For anyone thinking Whit-
low can only run, he has one 
clear message.
“Most people – they don’t 
know, they don’t study us 
and watch practice everyday,” 
Whitlow said. 
For the time being Dam-
eron has made his decision. 
Whitlow is Eastern’s starter and going forward 
the quarterback is only worried about execut-
ing. 
Is he a runner or a passer? 
“I’m whatever the team needs me to be,” 
Whitlow said.
Aldo Soto can be reached
at 581-2812 or asoto2@eiu.edu.
Eastern high on Whitlow
JALEN
WHITLOW
“We had a disagreement and I was looking 
to transfer pretty much that same day.”
-Jalen Whitlow,  quarterback
AGAINST AUSTIN PEAY
PASSING
RUSHING
13-OF-15
159 YARDS
2 TOUCHDOWNS
15 CARRIES
137 YARDS
2 TOUCHDOWNS
Dameron names outright starter 
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Eastern quarterback Jalen Whitlow broke a 46-year-old school record for rushing yards by a quarterback with 137  in a 63-7 win against Austin Peay Saturday. Whitlow and 
the Panthers travel to Athens, Ohio, to take on the Ohio Bobcats Saturday.
